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Lesson Title:  Figurative Speech Boot Camp
Grade Level: 7th and 8th 
Objective:  

· Students will be able to determine if a given quote from a piece of literature is an example of a simile, metaphor, personification or idiom

· Students will be able to create poems that include their own examples of a simile, metaphor, analogy and idiom

CA State Standard:

1.1 Identify idioms, analogies, metaphors, and similes in prose and poetry.
Resources Needed:

“I Am a Rock” by Simon and Garfunkel (song)
“The Wind Cries Mary” by Jimi Hendrix (song)

“Short Skirt, Long Jacket” by Cake (song)
“Even More Parts” by Tedd Arnold (children’s book)
http://www.flocabulary.com/hiphopmetaphors.html

http://www.flocabulary.com/hiphoplanguage.html

Part #1:  Metaphors (1 Hour)

Hook (7 min):
· Teacher will play the song “I Am a Rock” by Simon and Garfunkel (lyrics projected on PowerPoint for students to follow along)
· Students will discuss what the songwriters are trying to say in the song

Introduction to New Material (3 min):

· Teacher will explain that the songwriters use metaphor to describe their feelings and convey meaning in the song
· Students will do a “go-around” and try to come up with different simple metaphors

· Teacher will explain that the class will write a class poem, using metaphor to describe how they feel about their classroom community

Guided Practice (20 min):

· Teacher will project several images for students to chose from to describe their classroom community (soldiers, cheetahs, rainforest, refugees, butterflies, hawks, mountains…)

· Students will generate a vocabulary list inspired by their chosen image

· In pairs, students will write descriptive sentences relating their chosen image and inspired vocabulary words with themselves a classroom community

· Teacher will work with students to combine these into a class poem

Independent Practice (20 min):

· Students will chose their own image to describe themselves

· Students will generate a vocabulary list of words relating to their chosen image

· Students will begin to write their own “I Am a _________” Poem

Closing (10 min):

· Students will share out their poem drafts
· Classmates will identify the metaphors in their poem, the two things being compared and explain the author’s choice for comparison

Part #2:  Similes (1 hour)

Hook (5 min):

· Teacher will play the song “Short Skirt, Long Jacket” by Cake (lyrics projected on PowerPoint for students to follow along)

· Teacher and students will identify the similes in the song and the two items beings compared in each
Introduction to New Material (5 min):

· Teacher will explain that the songwriters use simile to add description and tone to their work

· Teacher will model reading off a popular rap lyric from flocabulary.com and do a think aloud while trying to understand the two things being compared and what the rap artist is trying to say

Guided Practice (5 min):

· Teacher will guide students in rapping out a popular rap lyric and determine the two things being compared and what the artist is trying to say

· Teacher will guide students in recording their interpretations on their rap/simile charts 

Independent Practice (20 min):

· Students will work in pairs/trios to rap out a popular rap lyric and determine the two things being compared and what the artist is trying to say

· Students will record their interpretations on their rap/simile charts 

Closing (10 min):

· Teacher will project each popular rap lyric, while student pairs take turns sharing out what the rap artist is comparing and their interpretations
Extension (15 min):
· Students will add 1-2 similes to their “I Am a __________” poem

BREAK (15 min)

Part #3:  Personification (45 min.)

Hook (5 min):

· Teacher will play the song “The Wind Cries Mary” by Jimi Hendrix (lyrics projected on PowerPoint for students to follow along)

· Students will discuss the song’s meaning
Introduction to New Material (5 min):

· Teacher will explain that the songwriters use personification to add description and tone to their work

· Teacher will explain that personification is a figure of speech in which an inanimate object or abstraction is given human qualities
Guided Practice (10 min):

· Teacher will guide students in generating a verb list of all actions only humans can do
· Teacher will project images of inanimate objects taken from the students’ original “I Am A ______” poem drafts and guide students in creating personification phrases to describe these objects

Independent Practice (15 min):

· Students will create 1-2 more examples of personification to add to their  “I Am A ______” poem drafts
Closing (10 min):

· Student pairs/trios will take turns sharing out their examples of personification
Part #4:  Practice/Revision (30 min.)
· Students will work on revising their poems and practicing their recital, for group showcase

Part #5:  Group Showcase (15 min)
· Students will orally perform their piece as a way of reviewing material covered and demonstrating their master of the day’s objective

Part #6:  Closing Jeopardy Game (15 min)
· Students will play Jeopardy as a way of reviewing material covered and demonstrating their master of the day’s objective
